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Fulfilling the Need for Quality Housing 

 

**2013** 
ARM Meeting Dates 

 
 

ARM Meetings are held the 
second Thursday of the 

month (every other month) 
starting in January.   

 
Brooklyn Center City Hall  

City Council Chambers 
6301 Shingle Creek Pkwy 

10:00 a.m. 
 

January  10 
 

March 14 
 

May 9 
 

July 11 
 

September 12 
 

November 14 

www.cityofbrooklyncenter.org 

 

If your rental license is a Type III 
or Type IV, please remember that 
you or your representative must 

attend at least two ARM meetings 
before the expiration of the 

license. 

Meeting Date: November 8, 2012 at 10 a.m.  

 

Meeting Topic— Diversity in Housing 
World Relief will be providing information about the opportunities and challenges of 
refugees as renters.  Topics will include diversity in the Twin Cities Metro area and 
the struggles that families have in coming to a new country.  They will focus on the 
issues that refugee families face in finding safe, decent, affordable housing.  For more 
information, please visit their website at www.worldreliefmn.org. World Relief is a 
non-profit organization “dedicated to the Cause of the Refugee”.  

               Snow, Snow, Snow 
Heavy snowfalls can create hazards.  You can help minimize risk 
and safety hazards through appropriate snow and ice removal.  Be 
sure to promptly remove snow and ice along walkways and driving 
areas. City Ordinance Chapter 12 Sec. 314, states that snow and ice 
removal is required within 24 hours after a snowfall if there is accumulation of more 
than three inches on parking lots and driveways.  Removal is required on steps and 
walkways within eight hours of a snowfall if there is an accumulation of one inch.  All 
exit ways including emergency exits from buildings should be checked to make sure 
they are accessible and clear of snow and ice buildup.  
 
The Fire Department requests your assistance in keeping fire hydrants accessible by 
clearing a path to the hydrant and clearing snow at least three feet around the hydrant.  
Be sure property address numbers are not covered by snow so emergency personnel 
can more quickly identify an address in case of emergencies.   Emergency vehicles 
have a quicker response time when they arrive to a safe, accessible property.  Every 
second counts! 

Weatherization Tips  
Proper maintenance of buildings and equipment can help reduce energy costs.  Some 
energy-saving tips are provided in this article.  When using equipment or materials, 
be sure to follow manufacturer instructions.  
 

Testing for Air Tightness 
A professional blower door test is the best option, however you can find major leaks 
yourself. On a windy day, hold a lit incense stick next to your windows, doors, 
electrical boxes, plumbing fixtures, electrical outlets, ceiling fixtures, attic hatches, 
and other locations where there is a possible air path to the outside. If the smoke 
stream travels horizontally, you have located an air leak.  

Continued on Page 2 

http://www.worldreliefmn.org�


Weatherization Tips Continued . . .  
 

Caulk, Sealing or Weather-Stripping 
Although some air leaks require more in-depth 
repairs, caulking or sealing may be appropriate in 
some situations. Some examples include weather-
stripping doors and windows; caulking or sealing 
where plumbing, ducts, or electrical wiring penetrates 
through exterior walls, floors, ceilings, and above 
cabinets; and installing rubber gaskets behind outlets 
and switch plates on exterior walls.  

 
Attics and roofs 

Look for dirt, mold, condensation or water leaks in 
your attic.   The roof may need to be repaired or 
replaced to provide adequate ventilation. The attic 
access panel may be caulked or otherwise 
temporarily sealed.  
 

Windows 
If a house does not have double pain windows, 
installing storm windows may double the 
insulation value of single-pane windows. As a 
temporary solution, use window poly inside of 
your window frames during the cold winter 
months.  Plastic must be sealed tightly to the 
frame to help reduce infiltration.  

 
Fireplace 

When the fireplace is not in use, keep the flue damper 
tightly closed. A chimney is designed specifically for 
smoke to escape, warm air escapes as well. Advise 
your tenants not to use the fireplace unless properly 
vented. 
 

Space Heaters 
A space heater should only be used in accordance 
with manufacturer requirements. They should be 
located away flammable materials and turned off 
when not being monitored.   Space heaters should not 
be used in lieu of a properly working furnace.    

Cold Weather Rule, 
Energy Assistance and 

Minimum Heat 
Requirements 

From October 15 to April 15 utility companies cannot shut 
off utilities to Minnesota households due to inability to 
pay.  MN statute 216B.097 provides this protection and 
outlines strict rules for utility companies to follow in order 
to shut off utilities.  There are certain requirements that 
must be met and customers must take action in order to 
prevent their utilities from being shut off.  For more 
information contact the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission at 651-296-0406. 

Individuals and families may apply for energy assistance 
to help offset the cost of energy expenses.  People in 
greater Hennepin County may apply for energy assistance 
through Community Action Partnership of Suburban 
Hennepin County at www.capsh.org or at 952-930-3541.  

Brooklyn Center  City Ordinance Chapter 12, Sec. 313 
and 601 states that landlords must provide a temperature 
of at least 68 degrees from September 1 to May 31 for 
their tenants.  The temperature is measured three feet from 
the floor and exterior wall of every room.  Tenants should 
not use the range, oven or a space heater to meet the 68 
degree temperature in lieu of a properly working furnace.  
Although this is a minimum code requirement, your 
tenants may want a higher temperature for comfort.  

Prevent Carbon  
Monoxide Exposure 

Carbon monoxide gas is considered a silent killer since it 
is odorless and not easily detectable without testing 
equipment.  By then, it may be too late.  Therefore, 
proactive maintenance is the key to preventing carbon 
monoxide poisoning.  
 The  heating system, water heater and any other gas, 

oil, or coal burning appliances should be serviced by a 
qualified technician every year. 

 Perform bi-annual checks of Smoke and Carbon 
Monoxide alarms. Replace the batteries if needed and 
be sure tenants do not disable or remove the batteries. 

 Educate your tenants regarding the hazards of using 
generators, charcoal grills, camp stoves, or other 
gasoline or charcoal-burning device inside the home, 
basement, or garage or near a window. 

 Discourage your tenants from heating the house with a 
gas oven or appliance.  Furnaces should be used for 
heating. 

 
Information obtained from CDC. 

http://www.capsh.org�
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